The effects of benzodiazepines on event-related potential indices of automatic and controlled processing in schizophrenia: a preliminary report.
The effects of benzodiazepines on cognitive function in schizophrenic patients were investigated using event-related potential (ERP) measurement during an auditory selective attention task. In this study, the authors compared the mismatch negativity (MMN) and N2b components between two subgroups of schizophrenic patients: one is comprised of patients who received no benzodiazepines (NT group, n = 7) and the other is comprised of those administered benzodiazepines in the daytime (T group, n = 7). There were no significant differences in MMN and N2b amplitudes between the two subgroups, whereas the N2b latency was significantly prolonged in the T group relative to the NT group. This suggested that benzodiazepines induce delayed stimulus classification processing in schizophrenic patients.